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Foreword
The eight papers published in this special issue of Theoretical Computer Science
have been selected from the extended abstracts presented at the Fourth Annual Inter-
national Computing and Combinatorics Conference (COCOON’98), August 12–14,
1998, Taipei, Taiwan, Republic of China. Their selection has been entirely based on
the scienti*c merits of the extended abstracts as judged by the Program Committee
of COCOON’98. These eight papers are the full versions of their respective extended
abstracts and have been rigorously reviewed according to the normal standard of
Theoretical Computer Science.
We would like to thank Editor-in-Chief Professor Maurice Nivat for inviting us to
edit this special issue, the referees for their careful reviews, and the authors for their
submissions.
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